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moved by the wind as easily as the layer flush with

the rim.

It will be seen from what has already been stated,
that the difficulties of the observation are serious,
but to give some idea of its practical importance to
hydraulic engineers, irrespective of its purely scientific
interest, we may add that it has been calculated by
Mr. A. E. Binnie that from a reservoir at Nagpoor, in
India, during the dry season of 240 days, as much us
four feet of water, or one-fifth of an inch per day, were
evaporated, and the entire loss due to this cause was 5l<
per cent., or more than one-half of the animal supply
to the tank. We shall see presently that this result is
not at all extraordinary for the locality where it was
obtained.

Another very important practical application of
atmometry is to the determination of the rate of drying"
of the soil, for this is a process which exerts a most
important influence on the growth of plants. Here,
however, the nature of the crop has to be taken into
consideration. It has been proved by Sir J. B. Lawos
and Dr. Gilbert at Eothamsted, that a deep-rooted crop,
like wheat, will thoroughly dry the ground to a depth
at which, in similar circumstances of weather, the
store of water under a grass meadow would be unim-
paired.

There is another remark which presents some
practical interest to those who have to deal with plan-
tations and pleasure grounds. It is evident that the
rate of evaporation from bare ground is much more
rapid than from earth covered with leaves, &c. If,
then, the leaves be removed in autumn, we not only
deprive the soil of the salts which should be restored to